
UPDATE MARCH 2019
New Museum of North Vancouver
BUILDING A MUSEUM AS EXTRAORDINARY AS THE COMMUNITY IT WILL SERVE 

Kids’ Port area, Exhibit Concept Rendering by Kei Space Design

dynamic and a stimulating space with moveable parts 
and problem solving activities.

‘Touched by Nature’ for children of all ages

Alive with surprising sounds and touchable elements, 
this area will introduce visitors to north shore wildlife. 
Animals’ howls and growls, bird calls, samples of feather 
and furs, food, and even scat will intrigue all.

STRENGTHENING OUR COMMUNITY  
through telling our stories!

Museum visitors learn in different ways – especially our 
youngest visitors. The New Museum will have spaces 
for children to learn through play and activity, where 
parents and children will be inspired to explore together.  

There will be 3 children’s learning areas in  
the New Museum: 

‘What Makes a Neighbourhood?’ for ages 3-5 years

The ‘Neighbourhood’ learning area is an immersive space 
that encourages open-ended play and collaboration 
between youngsters. Children will have the chance to 
build a neighbourhood and to have fun discovering 
foods from many different cultures that are enjoyed by 
their neighbours.

‘Kid’s Port’ for children ages 5-8 years

The ‘Kid’s Port’ is designed for older children. They will 
learn how the Port is as a hub for moving goods and 
linking our community to the world. The area will be 

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS
Construction of the Museum is progressing 
well.  Shown here, during a February 2019 
walk-through, are M.P. Jonathan Wilkinson 
with City staff and Polygon representative 
Lorne Wolinsky standing in the impres-
sive high-ceilinged Entrance Pavilion. Seen 
through the doorway at left is the entrance 
to the community hub space and the exhibit 
galleries beyond.

SPACES JUST FOR KIDS



New Museum of North Vancouver  
in Lower Lonsdale

Contact: Nancy Kirkpatrick, Director, NVMA    
   604.990.3700 x 8001
                   kirkpatrickn@dnv.org

SHIPYARD ARTIFACT RETURN
The Shipyards at the foot of Lonsdale is closely linked  
to North Vancouver’s identity. The Shipyard was once  
the most impressive industrial operation in western 
Canada. 
When the yard closed in the 1990s, the NVMA collected 
over 1,000 shipbuilders’ wood patterns from the site. 
Many ship’s part were fabricated on site, and these 
patterns were the first step in the making of metal  
parts such as gears, bollards, cleats, portholes, hooks, 
and winches. 
Recently, curator Karen Dearlove worked with 
PECHETStudio to integrate some of those artifacts  
into plans for the new Shipyards Development. They  
will be a powerful reminder of the yard’s history in  
the soon-to-be opened Shipyards’ skating rink and 
water play area.
They connect us to the yard’s story and remind us of  
our industrial roots and early achievements.  Large wood 
patterns also will be displayed at the New Museum. 

Victor Elderton, Chair, NVMA Commission    
604.990-3700 x 8002  
nvmac@dnv.org

Bill Pechet and colleague select and arrange patterns for The Shipyards.

The Friends of the North Vancouver Museum and Archives Society is the 
fundraising arm of the North Vancouver Museum and Archives. 
Charitable Number: 89031 1772 RR001

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Plans and preparations are well underway 
for the early 2020 launch of a community 
fundraising  effort that will complete a $2.5M 
campaign to outfit and equip the new museum. 

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
Sign up for new Museum information at   
nvma.ca/extraordinarymuseum/
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MOBILE EXHIBITS
Early Entrepreneurs of Burrard Inlet is the next in our series 
of modular, portable exhibits that will be featured at various 
community venues including the New Museum.

‘Early Entrepreneurs’ touches on maritime history like the 
mysterious settlement of Moodyville. 

Nothing remains of that early milltown but we do know that 
square-rigged sailing ships once crowded its noisy docks. These 
ships were the first to carry lumber from Burrard Inlet to overseas 
markets; they established what is now Canada’s largest port. 

The photo shows men from Moodyville enjoying a smoke while 
seated next to stacks of lumber ready for shipment. Archaeologists 
have recovered some remains of the townsite, with fragments of 
clay pipes among the most plentiful items found. The exhibit has 
just been launched at Delbrook Rec Centre and will be featured 
there through the summer. It 
will travel to the New Museum 
in the future. 

Taking a smoke break at Moodyville.  NVMA 13377


