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A US entrepreneur named Sewell Prescott Moody milled the Douglas fir trees in the
area to export around the world. He put Burrard Inlet on the map, and the town was
soon named Moodyville, the first settlers’ community on the Inlet.
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Close your eyes and imagine you're on the SS Ellen Lewis in 1864, coming in from
the Pacific Ocean, through the Strait of Georgia, to the north shore of Burrard Inlet.
Listen to the sound of mill blades and the workers from all over the world who've set
down roots here. For the next two months, over 80,000m of lumber & 16,000 pickets
and railway ties are loaded onto the ship. When she finally sets sail for Australia, the

SS Ellen Lewis is the first cargo ship to leave the Inlet!

BUSTER: Bon voyage! Or should I say “Gday mate!”
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STEVE ADORE: Looking into my roots! My great, great granddad Joe immigrated
from Hawaii to Moodyville, and worked the docks as a longshoreman, just like me.
Business was booming, and ships were coming from all over to get lumber.

In order to keep the mill working 24/7, they used dogfish-oil torches and even
electric lighting - the first on the Pacific Coast north of San Francisco!

After BC entered Confederation in 1871, the Moodyville mill was the
biggest source of export revenue in the province. But then there was a depression at
the end of the 1800’s, and the mill gradually closed down.
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About 140 million metric tonnes of cargo move through the whole
Port each year on different kinds of ships.
That's like importing and exporting 31 million elephants through
the Port of Vancouver every year!
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