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EJ: I’m kind of curious as a last thought here - the last few grades at Lynn Valley School
weren’t happy ones for you and yet you still wanted to participate in this project. Why 
was that?

MO: I think that there’s resilience from all the bad stuff that was happening. Because I 
couldn’t take it home to my parents I think it taught me to be resilient and just keep 
trying. And I think coming to Canada and being given a life that I have - because I know 
what my parents grew up in - I think I’m very lucky. I think, y’know, I never saw poverty, I
had everything I needed. Even at school I don’t remember money or having things 
segregating me from other people, I’m sure there were kids that had a lot more. But it 
just was - it is - the land of opportunity. And I think we’re in this world of, y’know, there’s 
lots of depression and unhappiness but I feel so lucky. Because I have cousins that are 
still in India, so children of my cousins, and they lead good lives but it’s a very different 
life than me. We’re very, very lucky and my daughter’s very, very lucky because I think, 
wow, we have a house here, maybe we have a place that we go to in the summer. And 
just that ability to go to work and acquire material possessions if that’s what you want or
to go travelling or have experiences. Y’know, to have proper food, have selections of 
food, I mean we take it for granted but I’m just very lucky because my life could be very, 
very different.
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