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LESSON OVERVIEW
LESSON OVERVIEW:
Students will consider community perspectives regarding the past and present development of the
Maplewood Mudflats through a theatrical video, historical and contemporary newspaper articles,
and archival photographs. Using these materials, they will engage in drama activities and creative
writing.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION:
How can drama help us empathize with others and try to understand their perspectives? What does
the historical conflict between the squatters and the District tell us about North Vancouver’s past
and present?

RESOURCES USED:


Maplewood Mudflats video performed and written by Chantal Gallant



Articles related to Mudflat shack demolition:
“Smoke signals squatters end”, The Province, Dec 18, 1971, by Bob Henderson
“Bulldozer demolition rouses sleeping man”, The Vancouver Sun, Wed, Sept 29, 1971
“Clearing halted by ‘trespassers' ”, The Vancouver Sun, Sept 30. 1971
“Mudflat squatters to fight eviction municipality issues writs”, The Citizen, Sep 1, 1971



Archival photos of Maplewood Mudflats
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CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

Big Ideas

Content

Drama 9

Drama 10

Drama 12

Socials 10

Drama provides
opportunities to
gain insight into
perspectives and
experiences of
people from a
variety of times,
places, and
cultures

Drama
communicates
ideas, emotions, and
perspectives through
movement, sound,
imagery, and
language

Drama is a way
of sharing and
understanding
traditions,
perspectives,
cultures, and
worldviews

Global and
regional conflicts
have been a
powerful force in
shaping our
contemporary
world and
identities

Active participation
in drama creates
personal and cultural
connections and
reveals insights into
human experience

Aesthetic
experiences
have the power
to transform our
perspective

Movement and image

Strategies and techniques to support
creative processes

Environmental,
political, and
economic policies

Canadian
identities (placebased identities
and sense of
belonging)
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Drama 9
Curricular
Competencies

Create dramatic
works both
collaboratively and
as an individual,
using ideas
inspired by
imagination,
inquiry, and
purposeful play
Explore
relationships
between identity,
place, culture,
society, and
belonging through
dramatic
experiences

Drama 10
Describe, analyze,
and respond using
drama-specific
language.

Drama 12
Communicate
about and
respond to
environmental
and social issues
through drama.

Improvise and take creative risks to make
meaning using imagination, exploration,
and inquiry
Make connections through drama with
family and community on local scales

Socials 10
Explain and infer
different
perspectives on
past or present
people, places,
issues, or events
by considering
prevailing norms,
values,
worldviews, and
beliefs
Make reasoned
ethical judgments
about actions in
the past and
present, and
assess appropriate
ways to remember
and respond
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LESSON PLANS
Activity 1
COLLABORATIVE IMPROV GAME
Warm up: “I am a ________”
This game gets students working together and thinking about places. Share the setting
(Mudflats/seashore). The 1st student says “I am a ___” (something connected to the setting) and
freezes in the position of what they said they were. Subsequent students say, “I am a ___”, and freeze
as something in relation to the previous thing. Continue until all students are frozen, collectively
creating a picture.

Activity 2
PHYSICAL RESPONSE
Maplewood Mudflat Video: Squatters vs. t he District


Clear space from one side of a room to another. Designate one wall as “strongly disagree” and
the opposite as “strongly agree.” The middle of the room is “neither agree nor disagree.”



Ask students to imagine the room as a sliding scale and to place themselves on it based on
their responses to the following statements:
o

In the end, the District won.

o

The squatters should have been allowed to stay on the Mudflats.

o

The bulldozer operators and the officials who set fire to the squatter shacks are as
responsible for what happened as those who gave the orders.

o

You can make a home anywhere.

o

It’s ethical to make a home anywhere.

o

Housing is still an issue today.

o

You have to do what your employer asks of you, even if it may clash with your own
personal beliefs or opinions.

o

I feel like I know how to resolve conflict.

Extension: Continuing the dialogue as a class or in small groups. Prompt Questions:
o

Do you empathize with the Squatters? What do you think they are missing?

o

Do you empathize with the city/those opposing the squatters? What are they missing?

o

If living back then, how would you solve the problem of the Maplewood Mudflats?
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Activity 3
TABLEAUX WITH SOURCE MATERIAL
Break students up into groups of 3-5. Designate each group to one snippet of an article.
Extract Compelling Words from Source Material
Have groups write key words/phrases that strike them on sticky notes. Stick them to the wall.
Respond to Words Through Movement (tableaux: frozen, silent pictures)
Introduce tableaux to students (Alliance Theatre, “Tableau - Introduction for Students”).


Ask them to freeze in a tableau, responding to one word. Begin with basic prompts like joy.



Have groups pick 1 to 3 of their sticky notes, time dependent, and create a literal or figurative
tableau for each word/phrase (i.e. home - people inside a home or what home feels like).



Remind students to use levels, keep energy through the body, and use facial expressions.

Share Tableaux
Ask each group to share a tableau with the class, not revealing the word prompt until the end of their
share. While a group is frozen, ask others to call out words they feel/think. Then ask:
o

Are the words from opposing sides similar/dissimilar?

o

What do we learn from this about interpretation?

o

What types of words are easy/difficult to communicate through the body?

o

Do these few words accurately convey the overall tone or subject of the source material?
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Activity 4
EXAMINING ARCHIVAL PHOTOS (Appendix A)


Share a photo and ask students to pick someone in it. Have them look at how the person is
standing/sitting. What does their body language suggest? What are they wearing and how do you think
that feels against their skin? Who do you think this person is?



Have students transform into whomever they picked and together create a frozen picture.



Share these questions while they are frozen in character. What do you hear/feel at this particular
moment? What do you see around you? What do you smell?



Tell students that they are to unfreeze when you tap them on the shoulder. As each unfreezes, they
are to share what they are thinking at that moment. Once done, they are to refreeze.



Next, tell students that in three seconds they will unfreeze all at once and speak, in character, to the
people beside them. Have students improvise until you say stop.



Ask them to relax. Ask them to share what someone else said to them.



Repeat exercise with a different photo. Students can also become objects in the photo.



Reflection Questions:
o

What could you tell about your chosen person/object from looking at the photo?

o

What did you have to invent? Did anything surprise you?

o

Was it easy or difficult to imagine someone else's perspective?
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Activity 5
WRITING FROM PERSPECTIVE


Gather students in a circle with a box at the centre. Ask them to bring pencil, paper, and a hard surface
to write on. Play music from the late 1960s-1971.



Explain that they are writing a letter to the newspaper from the perspective of a person they choose
from the photo. They are either writing to save the squatters' homes or demand the squatters be
removed. Students can consider the following questions: Who are you? What do you want? How can
you persuade through your writing?



Give them 10-15 minutes to write quietly, playing music while they write.



Ask who would like to share their letter with the class or have them share in partners.



Get all students to fold up their letters and place them in the box in the centre.



Reflection Questions:
o

How did it feel to write from that perspective? What surprised you about that process?

o

If these letters were sent at that time in history, do you think it would have made a difference?

o

Think about an issue, or concern you have about society today. (Environment, treatment of
animals, equality, etc). Who would you send it to?

CLOSING QUESTIONS:


Whose perspectives, if any, are missing from what we have explored today? Why do you think that is?



Is belonging something you create, or something you find?



How is belonging connected to a place?



What did you learn from today?
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Extension Assignment
CONTEMPORARY CONNECTIONS
Research housing within North Vancouver by reading articles and/or watching interviews on the issue.
Choose one article or interview about a housing-related event and draw comparisons between the
Maplewood Mudflat squatters and the contemporary issue using a Venn diagram. Who is involved?
What is the conflict? What strategies are used to resolve it? Who seems to hold the power? Outcome?

Maplewood
Mudflats

Both

Contemporary
Issue

9

MAPLEWOOD MUDFLATS KIT

Appendix A
ARCHIVAL IMAGES

The photo above shows one of the squatters’ shacks at Maplewood Flats in October, 1971, a few
months before all the shacks in the community were burned to the ground.
Dan Scott/Vancouver Sun (PNG Merlin Archive), Photo by Dan Scott /Vancouver Sun

From Article: https://vancouversun.com/news/staff-blogs/art-seen-squatter-shacks-described-asdistinctively-vancouver-as-glass-towers
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Vancouver Sun, December 17, 1971, Photograph By Dan Scott
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TEACHER EVALUATION FORM
1. How did you hear about the Maplewood Mudflats activity kit?

2. Was the Maplewood Mudflats kit helpful in highlighting your classroom curriculum?

3. Was the Teacher’s Guide helpful in providing appropriate learning activities for your class?

4. In your opinion, what was the most successful learning activity in the Teacher’s Guide? Why?

5. MONOVA has opened a new museum facility in Lower Lonsdale. We would greatly welcome your
thoughts on future program development for your grade level.

For more information about our current programs check our website.
TO BOOK
Call 604.990.3700 ext. 8016.
Return this form to:
Program Coordinator, Archives of North Vancouver
3203 Institute Road, North Vancouver, B.C. V7K 3E5
OR email: programs@monova.ca
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